
 
 

 

Pitsco Fact Sheet 
History 
 Each of Pitsco’s three founders invested $50 in March of 1971 and took no salaries from 
the company for the first four years. Their goal was to offer complete packages of hands-on 
materials for industrial arts teachers, and their passion was undeniable as they began working out 
of a basement and any other space where they could conduct business in Pittsburg, Kansas. Since 
1975, when Dr. Harvey Dean bought out the other two founders, Pitsco has steadily grown to 
include more than 200 employees who develop, manufacture, ship, and support thousands of 
educational products used by students and teachers in every state in the US and more than 50 
countries around the world.  

Noteworthy Details 

• Pitsco (originally Pittsburg Industrial Teachers Service Company) has been creating 
and providing hands-on curriculum solutions for students across the United States and 
abroad for more than 43 years.  

• Pitsco has evolved into the leading provider of educational hands-on products and 
activities through its annual distribution of more than one million catalogs. 

• Since the company was founded in 1971, more than 175 million students have 
experienced science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) products purchased 
from Pitsco. The company served more than 9 million students in 2013 alone! 

• Pitsco is built on four pillars that are never compromised:  
o Student Success 
o Teacher Enablement 
o Industry-Leading Customer Service 
o Quality/Innovative Curriculum and Products 

• A former classroom teacher at the junior high, high school, and university levels, Dr. 
Dean has been involved in education all of his life. While in high school, though, he 
nearly dropped out of school before being saved by a shop class teacher who saw his 
potential and inspired him to continue. 

• The first to tell you that algebra got the best of him in school, Dr. Dean is particularly 
proud of the Pitsco Algebra program and other math-related curricula that utilize hands-
on materials to make the subject more understandable and relevant to the average student. 

• In addition to incremental solutions such as CO2 racing, rocketry, and robotics 
products (TETRIX®) offered through its catalogs and e-commerce sites, Pitsco provides 
standards-based, student-centered curricular solutions in science, technology, 
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engineering, math, and other subject areas. The company also is the amalgamator of the 
national award-winning Star Academy Program for dropout prevention and 
acceleration and online assessment programs developed through the Technological 
Fluency Institute. 

• From 2008 to 2011, Pitsco’s export sales rose 71 percent. 
• Pitsco received the Kansas Governor’s Exporter of the Year Award in 2012. 
• Pitsco’s vision is “to lead educational change that positively affects learners.” 

Online Resources 

• General (catalog and curriculum): www.pitsco.com 
• E-commerce: shop.pitsco.com 
• Curriculum: 

o STEM: www.pitsco.com/STEM  
o Math: www.pitsco.com/Math  
o Science: www.pitsco.com/Science  
o Algebra: www.pitsco.com/Algebra  
o Engineering: www.pitsco.com/Engineering  

• Newsroom: www.pitsco.com/about/news  
• Blogs: http://community.pitsco.com/blogs/  
• Publications: 

o The Pitsco Network magazine (curriculum): www.pitsco.com/Network  
o Leaders magazine (administrators): www.pitsco.com/Leaders 
o Rising Stars newsletter (intervention): www.pitsco.com/RisingStars  
o SySTEM Alert! newsletter (for students): www.pitsco.com/SySTEMalert 

 

Contact: Communications Manager Tom Farmer, 620-231-2424, ext. 535, tfarmer@pitsco.com 
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